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World War 2 Dornier Do17 bomber shot down  

in the English Channel in the Battle of Britain 

and being restored at RAF Museum Cosford 

 

RAF Museum, Restoration Workshop, Cosford— A free behind the scenes 

tour of  one of Britain’s most important vintage aircraft restoration cen-

tres  during March.  At the present time the unique German Dornier Do17 

bomber shot down into the English Channel during the Battle of Britain is 

being restored, together  a WW2 Handley Page Hampden bomber and Vickers 

Wellington bomber. The  free 2 hour tour is open to members and guests . The 

main RAF Museum will of course also be open  to our members and guests. 
 

Rolls-Royce Heritage Centre, Derby - in April a free guided tour of 

Rolls-Royce’s unique collection of aircraft engines 

and  vehicles.  This is an opportunity to learn more 

about the development of Rolls-Royce engineering 

excellence over  the last 100 years.   

 

This is the largest collection of aero engines in the 

country, ranging from World War 1 era piston engines, the famous Merlin, 

right up to modern day jet engines.  The collection also includes examples 

across Rolls-Royce's product range including marine and industrial applica-

tions.  There are a small number of vintage cars, harking back to the early days 

of Rolls-Royce and the start of the motor car era.  There are also examples of 

engines and motor cars from distinguished names such as Armstrong Siddeley 

and Napier, whose companies became part of the Rolls-Royce group in their 

latter years.   The tour takes about 2 hours and is free to members, and guests. 
 

Avoncroft Museum, Bromsgrove—in May a free guided tour  of the Avon-

croft Museum home to over 30 historic buildings and structures which 

have been rescued and re-built in rural Worcestershire, including a work-

ing wind mill. The Museum is spread over 19 acres and includes a wildflower 

meadow period gardens, a traditional cider and perry orchard as well as the 

collection of buildings. An ideal family outing, members and friends welcome 

 

If Members wish to attend any or all of the above, please register your interest  

and further details will be sent to you. 

 Spring Programme 2015 

 

The West Midlands Region sends to all its members and their 

families best wishes for 2015.  The Region has organised the 

following events for the Spring, and you will be made most 

welcome at these meetings: 



First, my thanks to those of you 

who responded to the question in 

the last Newsletter  of whether 

anybody was reading the elec-

tronic version of our publication.  

I am pleased to report that 15% 

of the recipients who received the 

electronic version of the newslet-

ter confirmed that they had re-

ceived and read the e-version. 

However the number of ‘bounced 

e-mails’ with the e-newsletter as 

an attachment continues to stead-

ily increase – so that at the last e-

mail despatch about one-third 

was bounced back as 

‘undeliverable’.  In this electronic 

age it is as important to ensure 

your update e-mail address is 

registered with all parties as your 

new ‘snail mail’ address when 

you move house. 

 

As reported elsewhere in this 

Newsletter, a party from the Re-

gion visited and toured the new 

Birmingham Central Library 

which is not only a revolutionary 

building design but underlines 

the power and importance of in-

formation in this digital age.  As 

long ago as 16th century Francis 

Bacon recognised that 

‘knowledge itself is power’, and 

there is an essential need for the 

supporting infrastructure such as 

that provided by the Central Li-

brary to help us access knowl-

edge for both our personal satis-

faction and to maximise 

our economic potential, 

but since our visit, Bir-

mingham City Council 

which is under continuing 

economic pressure to 

reduce costs has an-

nounced 6,000 job cuts 

including half the staff at 

the new Central Library. 

 

There still seems to be a 

general view that the UK 

no longer manufactures 

anything and it is true that 

the old heavy industries 

such as ship building and 

steel making employing 

thousands of workers 

have largely disappeared, 

but the UK is still a major 

manufacturing nation, 

and the Nissan Motor 

Company carried full 

page newspaper adver-

tisements in early No-

vember to announce that 

over 2 million of their 

Qashqai vehicles have 

been produced at their 

County Durham plant and 

that  one new vehicle 

comes off their produc-

tion line every 59 sec-

onds. 

Equally the Midlands is 

seeing a renaissance  in 

manufacturing activity 

and as reported in this 

Newsletter, a party from the 

Region toured the Jaguar car 

factory at Castle Bromwich 

to see at first hand the revi-

talised Jaguar brand, and 

shortly after our visit, HM 

Queen Elizabeth opened the 

new £500 million Jaguar 

Land Rover engine plant 

outside Wolverhampton. 

 

But after the recent G20 

meeting of the World’s major 

economic nations in Brisbane 

Australia, the Chancellor of 

the Exchequer has warned 

that World trade may be 

slowing with stagnant econo-

mies in Europe and slowing 

growth in China which in 

turn may impact on us in the 

UK since the World is now a 

very interconnected place. 

Already Honda is reducing 

production at their Swindon 

car plants because of a down-

turn in demand from Europe. 

On the other hand the current 

falling World price for oil 

could help to stimulate many 

of the economies of the net 

oil importing na-

tions.......Welcome to 2015. 

John Hopkinson—Region 

Chair 

Editorial..... mixed messages on the nation’s economy for 2015 

 Visit to  Jaguar Car Plant, Castle Bromwich—from Spitfires  to Jaguars 

 
Wartime Spitfire production at the Castle Brom-

wich plant 

  

The Castle Bromwich plant is now the centre of 

production for the revitalised Jaguar marque,  

producing  F-type sports car and XJ and XF sa-

loon models of the luxury car brand. 

.On Thursday 9th October a party from the 

West Midlands Region had a conducted 

tour of the Jaguar car assembly plant  at 

Castle Bromwich, Birmingham.  The 

original Castle Bromwich plant was built 

on 1,400 acre site as part of the World War 

2 armaments production programme and 

was the centre for Spitfire fighter and Lan-

caster bomber production throughout the 

war.  Producing thousands of aircraft – 

over 11,400 Spitfires and over 340 four-

engined Lancaster bombers - the com-

pleted aircraft were towed across the road 

to the Castle Bromwich airfield (now a 

housing estate) and flown to the various 

operational squadrons of the RAF. 
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….the current 

falling..price of 

oil could 

stimulate 

economies 

of….nations 

John Hopkinson 

Chair West Mid-

lands Region Board 

 



Visit to Jaguar Cars—continued 
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The latest Jaguar car models are of aluminium con-

struction to reduce weight to improve the car’s per-

formance and economy, and the body shells are riveted 

and bonded (glued) together by robots to achieve high 

degrees of consistency and quality rather than being 

wielded which is the usual practice for steel car bodies. 

  
Jaguar XF Saloon produced at Castle Bromwich 

 

There are about one thousand robots at the plant and a 

manual work force of about three thousand, so a rough 

ratio of 1 robot for every 3 human workers. The robots 

tend to be concentrated in the car body assembly area 

and the human effort  is mainly in the final finishing 

stages of the car’s production. 

 

Jaguar cars is part of Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) which 

of course is now ultimately owned by Tata Industries of 

India, and a great deal of investment has been made in 

the development of new car models and in improving 

production methods.  The two production shifts at the 

Castle Bromwich Jaguar plant produce about 200 cars 

per day.  All cars are built to specific customer orders 

so the organisation and logistics have to ensure the right 

parts are in right place at the right time for the particu-

lar model specification being produced. 

 

The engines for the Jaguar car range are currently 

sourced from Ford’s Bridgend and Dagenham plants 

but the new Jaguar Engine plant located just off the 

M54 motorway near Wolverhampton will shortly be 

supplying engines for Jaguar cars, and on 30th October 

Queen Elizabeth 2 formally opened the new £500 mil-

lion Jaguar Land Rover engine plant. 

 

Jaguar cars are a success story for the British motor 

industry and Jaguar have recently announced their 

small Jaguar saloon car – the Jaguar XE which should 

help to promote their continued success with exports 

across the World. 

 

Post Script: 

 Shortly after the visit, Jaguar Land Rover opened their 

new factory in China, a joint venture with a local Chi-

nese car manufacturer.  The new factory will produce 

the Jaguar XF saloon and Land Rover Evoque  4 wheel 

drive vehicle for the Chinese market and being pro-

duced locally will not be subject to Chinese Govern-

ment import duties. 

 

 

Birmingham      Central Li-

brary 

 

 

A party from the West Midlands Region on Monday 20th Oc-

tober had a guided tour of the new Birmingham Central Li-

brary at Centenary Square, Birmingham. This spectacular 

building which was opened on 3rd September 2013 at a cost of 

£183 million, was shortlisted for the prestigious 2014 RIBA 

Sterling national architectural prize. 

The library collections held in old Central Library in Cham-

berlain Square have been rehoused in the new building in a 

much brighter, more modern condition suited to the digital 

age. 

 

The tour started with observation area at the top of the build-

ing which gives panoramic views across the city. Also at the 

top of the building is the Shakespeare Library room – the com-

plete room with ornate wood panelling built in the 1890s has 

been carefully re-built in the new Library. 

 

Members and guest pose by Shakespeare’s bust in the Shake-

speare Library Room 

 

The floors of the Central Library provide over 10,000 square 

metres of space and are connected by lifts, escalators and 

moving walk ways around an open central core. Despite all 

this machinery, the noise levels in the library areas are sub-

dued. On the upper floors there are open terraced gardens with 

sitting areas. 

 

The Library contains some of the nation’s most important col-

lections of documents and archives which are stored in special 

low oxygen conditions to reduce the risk of fire.  A major long 

term project is to scan and digitise the documents held in the 

various collections and make them available on-line. 

 

The Library is a resource for all Birmingham citizens,  which 

provides as well as the reference and research functions:  a 

traditional lending library, a business and enterprise section to 

encourage local entrepreneurs, local history, music and film 

libraries and exhibition areas. 

 

A very interesting visit and tour of an important national re-

source for the digital information age. 

Visit and tour of Birmingham Central Library 
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Institute’s National Council Elections 2015 

 The IMS National Council, which runs the business aspects and sets the direction of the Institute, consists of eight 
members each serving a four year term. Elections take place every two years when half the council stands down. The 
next elections take place this year, 2015 with four council places up for election. The four year term for these places 
begins at the National AGM in October. 
  
The strength of the National Council lies with having active and committed members. It is also a great way to get 
more involved with the Institute, so if you are looking for a new challenge this is your opportunity. National Council 
meets three times a year in Lichfield, usually in February, June and October. In between members keep in touch and 
conduct business via e-mail. New members joining Council generally find out how things operate in their first year 
and take on a specific responsibility in years two to four.  
 
If this sounds like something you would like to be involved with, look out for the nomination form and timetable in 
the Spring IMS Journal. Each nomination must be supported by two other members, if you need help with this aspect 
please contact any of the West Midlands Region Committee who will be happy to assist. 

All  replies to admin@ims-stwe.fsnet.co.uk, mark for the attention of the West Midlands Region 


